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Coast Salish Gathering 
PROLOGUE

We, the indigenous peoples of the Salish Sea, honor and respect our sacred 

trust to restore, preserve and protect our culture, treaties, aboriginal rights 

and the land, air and waters of the Salish Sea. Our sacred trust has been 

given to us from our ancestors and defines our role as protectors of our 

Mother Earth. We are entrusted with the protection and sustainability of 

the environment and natural resources of our ancestral lands, watersheds 

and estuarine waters of the Salish Sea. Our ancestors have passed down 

the traditional teachings of songs, dances and spiritual ceremonies that 

reflect our relationship with the natural world and depict our identity and 

the strengths of our peoples. Over the decades our lands and waters have 

been severely impacted by pollution that affects our culture, food, health and 

economy. Most importantly hurting our elders who have relied on these since 

the beginning of time and threatening the life ways of our children’s future. 

We have always defended and protected our ancestral lands and waters. We 

seek to acknowledge our sacred alliance so we may work together as one 

proud nation. Our elders, leaders and community members have given us 

a strong message that our homelands and waters need to be protected, 

preserved and restored for future generations. With our commitment to our 

Sacred Trust, we will work together with the six governing bodies of the Salish 

Sea to overcome the environmental challenges to our shared homelands.



We, the indigenous peoples  
of the Salish Sea, 

our autonomous status as sovereign  

Coast Salish Tribes and First Nations, and 

our inherent responsibility as protectors 

of our Mother Earth, will continue to work 

together and speak with One Voice for the 

preservation, restoration and protection 

of the Salish Sea Eco Region for the 

sustainability of our sacred inherent family 

rights and values that have been passed  

on to us by our ancestors.

MISSION STATEMENT



The Creator has intertwined our lives with the Salish Sea—her natural resources 

and habitats are our home. Our very being, names, bloodlines, songs and ways 

of life are all part of her waters. She sustains our past, present and future.

This year at the 8th Annual Coast Salish Gathering, we will listen and feel the 

voices of love and concern for the Salish Sea. We must “be still” and capture the 

voices that fill the ancestral homelands of the Snohomish People, known today 

as Tulalip.

Over the past 15 years, the Gathering has been the place for the Salish Sea’s 

governing bodies—federal, state, provincial, tribal and First Nations—to share 

information on environmental and natural resources restoration and protection 

issues in a policy platform.

As we conduct the Gathering in our Coast Salish ways, we are provided with 

a unique opportunity to overcome and bridge political barriers, as we invite 

federal, state and provincial governments to be welcomed guests to our 

discussions.  

The Gathering brings our sacred cultural teachings to guide policy, legal and 

science discussions and actions, which are held in the very highest of regard, 

respect and obligation to one another.

The Salish Sea faces her biggest threat of harm and deadly destruction—we hear 

it from the dying salmon, the poisoned waters, the wilted cattails and the cries 

of the frogs along the grass. And we as Coast Salish people must listen to her 

call, and show that the Salish Sea does matter. She is our life blood, and without 

her, the essence of who we are cannot survive. It is our time to stand on the 

ancestral homelands and shores of the Snohomish people.

We must be still, listen and unify to stop the impacts of this pollution-based 

economy upon our Mother. Listen.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



Monday, February 27
7 – 8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast

8 – 10:00 a.m. Opening Ceremonies, Prayer, Welcome from Tulalip 
Chairman Mel Sheldon

Opening Comments: Speakers, Chairman Brian Cladoosby and 
First Nation Co-Chair Ray Harris

Call for Witnesses

10 – 11:30 a.m. Presentation: Transportation and Growth Vessel and Rail 
Traffic Impacts

Panel Purpose: The transportation and growth of vessel, rail and 
pipelines in the Northwest has already expanded to a point of 
impacting treaty and aboriginal rights. We have decisions made 
on these impacts, however the growth of permits at federal, state 
and provincial levels continue to grow in our area. The message 
here is to show the vast variety and status of these projects.

1.  Impacts in N. Salish Sea Tsliel Waututh Nation  

2.  Vessel Impacts in S. Salish Sea Swinomish Tribe  

3.  Challenges in Salish Sea Lyackson First Nation 

4.  Rail Impacts to NW Yakama Nation 

11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Lunch: Keynote Presentation: Jane Nishada, AA, EPA Office 
of International and Tribal Affairs

1 – 3 p.m. Presentation: Health of the Salish Sea

Panel Purpose: The Salish Sea is the heart of the Coast Salish 
people, as our values, teachings and lifeways stem from her 
waters, habitat and resources. The presentations will share the 
health of the Sea, her habitat and largest river system.

1.  Exploring Threats of Multinational Ecosystem with Coast Salish  
Jamie Donatuto, Swinomish Tribe

2.  Health of the Habitat Fran Wilshusen, NWIFC 

3.  Health of the Lower Frasier River Murray Ned, Lower Frasier 
Fisheries Alliance

4.  Status of the Salmon Lorraine Loomis and Justin Parker, Pacific 
Salmon Commission 

DAY 1



7:30 – 8 a.m. Continental Breakfast

8 – 8:45 a.m. Opening Prayer, Welcome, Opening Comments: Chairman 
Brian Cladoosby 

3 – 5 p.m. Presentation: Climate Change Impacting the Salish Sea

Panel Purpose: To share the variety of climate change science 
projects in the Salish Sea. We will learn of the incorporation of 
traditional knowledge in the scientific study of the Salish Sea 
and the collaboration of incorporating tribal, state, federal and 
industry science together as a model of studying the impacts of 
climate change on a river system.

1. FLNRO Climate Change Strategy, Improving the Resilience of 
BC’s Heritage Resources and Values in Response to Climate 
Change James Sandlands, Director, Ministry of Forests, Lands & 
Natural Resources Operations

2. Our Story, Building the Science Capacity to Address Climate 
Change on the Skagit River Carol Macilroy, Executive Director, 
Skagit Climate Science Consortium

3. Climate Change Leadership Hub Naut’sa mawt Tribal Council

5 – 6 p.m. Closing Comments for the Day

6 – 8 p.m. Evening Reception and Cultural Evening 

Tuesday, February 28
DAY 2

DAY 1 (CONTINUED)



DAY 2 (CONTINUED)

8:45 – 9:30 a.m. Recovery of the Salish Sea

Panel Purpose: To present the enormous recovery efforts and 
challenges in the Salish Sea.

1.  After the Dam Lower Elwha S’Klallam Tribe 

2.  Protect the Salish Sea by Upholding Environmental Acts 
Suquamish Tribe

3.  Puget Sound Recovery Caucus Congressman Denny Heck

4.  Clam Recovery and Harvesting Marco Hatch, NWIC

9:30 – 11:30 a.m. Open Floor Discussion from Coast Salish Leadership on 
Environmental and Natural Resources Challenges

11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Lunch: Key Presentation: Caroline Caza, Environment Canada

1 – 2 p.m. Beyond Consultation: Consent Decision-Making

Panel Purpose: The opportunity for the Northwest lies in the 
capacity and growth of our Native governing bodies. We have 
built our science, policy and legal foundation with fellow federal, 
state and provincial governments. It is within this foundation that 
we open the oor for presentation and discussion on the growth 
of transitioning beyond consultation in project permitting in the 
Northwest, and into rights of informed consent decision-making 
for our Native governing bodies. The outcome is to learn from 
the discussions and identify proactive actions that will support 
common ground to stand on together.

1. Beyond Consultation in 21st Century Chief Ian Campbell, 
Squamish Nation

2. Transboundary Engagement on NEB Hearings Kristy Boyle, 
Earthjustice

3. Un Declaration Chief Ed John, First Nations Summit and Delegate 
to the United Nations for North America

2 – 3 p.m. Comments from Federal/State/Ministry

3 – 4:30 p.m. Open Floor Discussion on Challenges and Next Steps

4:30 – 5 p.m. Closing Remarks



For questions and considerations, please contact:

Debra Lekanof

dlekanoff@swinomish.nsn.us

360-391-5296

www.coastsalishgathering.com


