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ptoeCoast Salis ea a 
New data to help 
createproposl 
By MARTA MURVOSH 
Staff Writer 

For hundreds of years. 
Coast Salish inuig~nous 
!!TOUPS held sway over the 
watersheds of the Salish Sea. 

the native name for Puget 
Sound and the other inland 
waters or Washington state 
and British Columbia. 

The innu~ of European and 
American settlers. beginnin 
about 150 years ago. changed 
t hal. Washington tribes and 
First Nations lost control of 
their traditional lands and 
waterwavs. 

Now ~6 indigenous groups 

from both sides of the Cana
da-U.S. bordeT aTe seeking a 
greater say in decisions being 
made about the Sound. tbe 
Strait of Juan de Fuca and tbe 
Strait of Georgia as a away to 
protect their traditional food 
source and cultural and spiri
tual hfe. 

By working with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency. the Coast Salish peo

ple - Washington's 22 tribes 
and British Columhia's 44 
First Nations thal are all unit
ed by native dialect, traditional 
foods. cultural songs. ceremo
nies and tics of blood - have 
been meeting for three years, 
much as the groups once lra
ditionoUy gathered. The joint 
U.S.-Canadian erfort is called 

See SALISH, Page A8 
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"We know what the prob
iems are, and we're trying tos Vr\ L\ ·3 ·.26 o"t address them in an honor(~l...	 able way," Frank is quotedSalish: Tribes, First Nations as saying. "If we have to take 
things into our own hands, 
that's what we will do. Action 
is needed right now if we are 

Continued from Page Ai	 to have any hope to have.a 
healthy environment for the 

the Joint Statement of Coop	 future." 
eration on the Georgia Basin	 It's no secret that the salt 
and puget Sound Ecosystem, waters of inland Washington 
and the Coast Salish Gather and British Columbia are in 
ing is an outgrowth from the trouble, Cladoosby told the 
agreement. Skagit Valley Herald in a 
- This year, the Coast Sal recent interview. 

ish Gathering, including the Each year, high levels of 
Skagit County's Swinomish contaminants prompt the 
Tribal Community and the Washington State Depart
Samish Indian Nation; has ment of Health to close 
focused on cleaning up the beaches to recreational shell
Salish Sea - which includes fish harvest. The poor water 
the Sound and the straits. quality in the Sound - and 

"Over the last 100 years, the rivers that feed it - and 
people have looked at our the effects of toxins on fish 
most sacred site (the Salish and other marine animals fill 
Sea) as a dump site," said scientific papers and govern
Swinomish Chairman Brian ment reports. 
Cladoosby. "You have every . The state Department 
thing - heavy metals, toxins, of Ecology has identified 
farm runoff, non point pol 728 toxic sites within a half 
lution - and it ends up in mile of the Sound's shore
the Salish Sea. It's up to this line where toxins must be 
generation and future gen" relnovcd. Gov. Chris Gre
erations to make everyone goire plans to spend rough
aware of the conditions." ly $8 billion on efforts to 

The impact of toxins on restore the Sound by 2020. 
shellfish and salmon have "So the water is sick, and 
hit the Coast Salish people so is the sea," Cladoosby said. 
harder than other groups The gathering of 66 indig
because of the large quanti  enous groups plans to push' 
ties of seafood ingested and its environmental agenda 
used in traditional ceremo through education, he said. 
nies. Some tribal members 
say they worry their health 

open dialog with U.S. on Sound 

Gathering the groups
could be affected because of 
the amount of seafood they Getting to the point where 
eat. the Coast Salish's 66 groups 

At the third annual Coast could begin to form a unit 
Salish Gathering in late Feb ed front on environmental 
ruary, the Coast Salish peo issues wasn't easy. It started 
ple agreed to take the first with an EPA goal to engage 
steps toward working togeth the tribes in an agreement 
er for the health of the Salish between the agency and 
Sea, including tw'o projects Environment Canada to pro
aimed at gathering and shar tect the Salish Sea and the 
ing scientific data on water watersheds that feed it. 
quality and other concerns. At first, EPA officials 
Ultimately, these projects weren't sure how to approach 
are aimed a'i fulfilling several the various indigenous 
goals to restore water quality groups, sllid Michael Rylko, 
and ensure the sustainability the agency's geographic coor
of traditional foods. dinator for Puget Sound. 

"We are the Indian peo- Eventually, the EPA 
ple, people of the land," Billy worked with Scott Suffi 
Frank Jr., chairman of the cool of the Quinault Indian 
Northwest Indian Fisheries Nation, who in turn net
Commission, told the gath- worked with tribes on bothJ 
ered tribal representatives.	 sides of the border. The 

federal agency provided a~~~tJ...we!.e.~r~:y'i~: ..
 
eu uy lIIC comtniSslon 11\ a grant for the first Coast Sal-

prepared release.
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fi) 7 _ish Gathering in 2006, Rylko 
'\1 . ~ said. The purpose was to 

learn the 66 Coast Salish 
groups' environmental prior
ities and to help them devel
op a more unified voice. 

"What everyone wanted 
to recognize is (the tribes 
and First Nations) wanted to 
be heard and recognized as 
players," said Ron Kreizen
beck, senior adviser to the 
Puget Sound Partnership. 

Although many of the 
Washington-based tribes and 
federal and state agencies 
have worked well together 
in recent years, they still 
wrestle with a long history of 
distrust, stemming from past 
decisions regarding treaty 
rights, land ownership and 
other issues. 

"When it comes to the 
older generation, we are 
overcoming some emotional 
trauma," said Sally Thomas, 
the EPA's Tribal Program 
unit manager for .the region. 

Debra Lekanof, Coast Sal
ish Gathering coordinator, 
said the representatives of 
the tribes, First Nations and 
government agencies at the 
gathering decided to estab
lish a database where infor
mation can be stored that 
indigenous groups can share. 
That way, if one tribe is look
ing at biotoxins in its water
shed and another tribe is 
considering a similar project, 
they can share information. I; 

Tradition and science 
The second project for the 

year will combine Coast Sal
ish tradition with modem sci
ence. 

Four to six skippers of the 
canoe families who under
take the indigenous groups' 
annual Canoe Journey have 
agreed to take high-tech 
equipment to test water 
quality along their voyage, 
Lekanof said. Those teams of 
paddlers will pull a IS-pound, 
torpedo-like probe behind 
the canoe. The data gathered, 
including w.ater temperature ~ 
and oxygen levels. which are / \ 
important to~marine·life; will . / 
help tribal and government :/ 

scientists determine where 
some of the Sound's problem 
spots arc, she said. 

The only way to take sam
ples using this kind of equip
ment is from a canoe, which 
appealed to many t!ibal 
members, Lekanof said. 

"What a nice blend of tra
dition and modern science," 
Lekanof said. 

The canoe skippers can 
simultaneously cover more 
ground than a scientist work
ing on one project can, said 
Eric Grossman, a U.S. Geo
logical Survey scientist who 
is leading a project studying 
various parts of the Sound. 

"Typically, scientists do 
not have sufficient resources, 
inclUding multiple vessels, 
to simultaneously measure 
these types of environmen
tal conditions across such a 
large area," Grossman said. 
"This partnership between 
Coast Salish and USGS will 
provide a means to acquire 
much needed quantitative 
data on water quality across 
Salish Sea." 

Also, talking to tribal 
elders will give scientists 
insight on hundreds of years 
of "traditional ecological 
knowledge" about the func
tion of the coastal ecosys
.tems, Grossman said. 

"Some people may not 
be happy with our findings," 
said Cladoosby, adding that 
the health of the economy 
is used as an excuse to not 
take environmental action. 
"What's more important? 
The economy or the health 
of your children?" 

Education may only be 
the start of the Coast Salish 
Gathering. 

Lobbying and possibly 
litigation are other methods 
that the group or its mem
bers may tum to, Cladoosby 
said. 

"If there are egregious 
things happening out there 
in the environment and the 
government is looking the 
other way, we'll definitely sit 
down and talk about those 
problems," Cladoosby said. 
"We may have no recourse 
(except) to file a lawsuit. 
We've been knoWn to negoti
ate." 

• Marta Murvosh can be 
reached at 360-416-2149 or 
mmurvosh@skagitvalleyherald. 
com. 
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OVER COMMON WATERS
 
Trail Mix 
Ron Judd, Seattle Times columnist 

A shan hike from Ben Webber's 
living-room windows, the cold, 
freshwater of the Nooksack River ends its 
journey from the shoulders of Mounts Baker 
and Shuksan and dumps into Bellingham Bay, where it 
mixes with saltwater, reducing the bay's salinity and 
creating a marine habitat unique on the planet. 

From his front lawn, you can 
stare across the bay at the hulk
ing spine of Lummi Island and 
imagine the same natural 
handshake happening, fresh
water with salt, in bodies of 
water all the way south to 
Olympia and - if you open 
your trUnd far enough to jump 
the border - all the way 
around Vancouver Island, 
north to the top of the Strait of 
Georgia. 

PUt this area all together in 
your head, and you have one of 
the world's largest, richest in
land waterways - a broad, 
deep, protected sea, ringed by 
madrona and Douglas fir and 
Cascade volcanoes that create 
their own microclimate. The 
sea is home to orca whales, gi
am geoduck clams, surging 
waves of silvery salmon. packs 

of frisky otters and, down 
deep, solitary giants like the 
Pacific octopus and the occa
sional lumbering six-gilled 
shark. 

It's a sea with lower salinity 
than the ocean at large, thanks 
largely to the pumping hean of 
British Columbia's Fraser Riv
er, which, most people would 
be shocked ro know, supplies 
up to 80 percent of the fresh
water coment of Elliott Bay. 

But here's the problem: Most 
of the 5 million of us living on 
its shores really can't put this 
all together in our heads, be
cause on mental maps, the sea 
doesn't exist - at least in one 
chunk. 

Go to any store and look for a 
map depicting the sprawling 
inland sea stretching from 
Olympia to Campbell River, 

B.C. Unless you look in the ma
rine-chart section, you won't 
see it. Maps end at the interna
tional border at the north tip of 
Washington. Others pick up in 
the same spot and go nonh. So 
do tbose in our minds. 

'We tend to give the (U.S. 
Canadian) border power" over 
a natural world that does not 
recognize it, Webber believes. 

This is where Webber, 66, a 
retired marine scientist from 
Western Washington Universi
ty's Huxley College of the Envi
ronment, comes in. 

Back in the mid-'SOs, Web
ber, who has spent a good por
tion of his life teaching people 
about ways they unknowingly 
interact with local waters, 
struck on something that to 
him seemed obvious. 

''The Strait of Georgia, me 
Strait of Juan de Fuca and Pu
get Sound are a defined ecosys
tem," he proclaimed at the 
time to anyone willing to lis
ten. 'We're tied into the ecol
ogy of a larger system. That 
larger system has boundaries. 
It doesn't have a name.' 

It's a critical gap, and notjust 
for political reasons, or pur
poses of cartography. 

"fm a believer in names," 
Webber says. "It's part of our 
education, knowing where our 
place is: This is where we live. 
What they do in the Fraser Riv
er affects us down here." 

And vice versa. 

"The Strait of Georgia, 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca 

and Puget Sound are a 
defined ecosystem. We're 
tIed Into the ecology of a 
larger system. That larger 
system has boundaries. It 

doesn't have a name." 

BERT WEBBER 
Retired marine scientist 

Webber, in a nod to the first 
peoples to live upon its shores, 
chose "Salish Sea." It caught on 
with some folks - orca hug
gers in the San Juans, a hand
ful of artists and academics. 
But Webber, who subtnitted 
the name to governments in 
both Olympia and Victoria, ad
mits it never really caught on. 

Still, he has kept hope alive, 
all these years, because he be
lieves a single name is key to a 
broader understanding of just 
how - and where - we all fit 
into the Pacific ecosystem. 

In the rwo decades since his 
proposal, the need for a com
mon perception of the big wa
telway out back seems more 
critical than ever. Local salmon 
stocks and orca pods have 
fallen under protection of the 
EndangeTed Species Act. Rock
fish and other bottom-dwelling 
species have nearly vanished. 

On the plus side: Sensitiv
ities abom what we dump into 

our local sea have heightened. 
And, by pure chance, the no

tion of finally putting the Sa
lish Sea OIl the map has 
emerged once more. At a re
cent gathering of First Nations 
tribes in B.C., someone 
dredged up the idea again 
this time as a suggestion to 
simply rename the Strait of 
Georgia the Salish Sea. Some 
provincial powers-that-be in 
B.C. endorsed the idea, and 
have pledged more study. 

Webber believes it's missing 
the point to apply the name 
only to the sea's northern 
reaches. Seeking notto replace, 
bur to overlay existing names 
such as Puget Sound and Strait 
of Georgia, he's been invited by 
state officials to submit a new 
Salish Sea proposal, which he 
plans to do by this fall. 

Maybe, ifwe could just see it, 
for once, as a continuous sea 
on a map, we'd stan to view it 
differently. And maybe we'd 
want to go more om ofour way 
to protect it. 

Twenty years ago, Bert Web
ber might have been 20 years 
ahead of his time. Today, he 
might finally be right on top of 
the bow wave. It all depends on 
how many others decide to surf 
alongside him. 

Anyone willing to get wet? 

Ron Judd's column appears htrt every 
Tlwrsdlly. To contaa him: 

206-464-8280 or 
rjudd@seattltcimes.com. 

Vancouver, BC 
ft__1__ __ _ _ _ tIo. "' ... 




