
Presentations had ended. The feasting
was over. And the drums were silent.

But four words still echoed in the
hearts and minds of the hundreds who
came together at Tulalip Tribes in late
February for the 3rd Coast Salish
Gathering.

I am Coast Salish was
said by virtually all
speakers at the three-day
event. Some changed the
order of the words – Coast
Salish am I – while others
were more collective as
they said We are Coast
Salish.

In attendance at the Gathering were
representatives of all levels of
governments from both sides of the
border. They listened to strong
statements about who we are, the
people who have lived forever on the

Salish Sea.
There was a lot of

business carried out (see
below) and planning for
the future. But there was
also time for forging new
friendships, renewing old
ones and connecting with
all our relations for a
common purpose.

I am Coast Salish!

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION PLAN ADOPTED

GATHERING
Coast Salish

TULALIP TERRITORY – FEBRUARY 27-29, 2008

WARRIORS HONOURED

Billy Franks, and others who
served the Coast Salish cause in
the decades past, were
honoured. That included women
who carried on in the courts and
at home.

TESTING THE WATERS

When the Tribal Journey canoes
cross the Salish Sea for
Cowichan this summer, some will
be towing a $25,000 device to
take various readings from the
water. It turns out that a cedar
canoe is the ideal vessel to test
the device since a power boat
would create too much
turbulence while gas and oil
would make data inaccurate.

– more info inside –

Leaders at the Gathering adopted a
Coast Salish Environmental Action
Plan with a goal of conserving and
restoring the Salish Sea ecosystem to a
level that ensures the sustainability of
the Coast Salish People and our
cultural life ways.

Priorities of the plan include:
● Adequate clean air, water and land

to sustain and protect the health of
our People;

● Adequate terrestrial resources to
sustain the diet, ceremonial,
medicinal and cultural crafts;

● Water quality and quantity for
adequate marine resources to
sustain the spiritual, subsistence,
and economic endeavors of our
communities; and

● Adequate planning and support to
address the impacts of climate
change in our communities.
A number of governance and

policy actions were adopted as well as
a range of ecosystem priorities and an
environmental information-sharing
project among our People.

– more on Page 2 –



Governance,
Policy

✔ Equality in the shared
roles for the Federal,
State, Provincial and
Coast Salish Tribes in
the planning, imple-
mentation and manage-
ment of Salish Sea eco
region restoration and
protection efforts.

✔ The incorporation of tra-
ditional ecological
knowledge in the
restoration, implemen-
tation and management
of the Salish Sea eco
region.

✔ The incorporation of cli-
mate change variables as
critical factors in the
planning of conserva-
tion and restoration
efforts in the Salish Sea
eco region. 

Ecosystem
Priorities

✔ An adequate supply of
riparian waters Salish
Sea of a quality suffi-
cient to maintain a
healthy functioning
estuarine ecosystem
habitat. 

✔ Reduction of toxic depo-
sitions in Salish Sea to a
level that supports a
healthy functioning
ecosystem.

✔ Restoration and conser-
vation of adequate
marine and near-shore
habitat to support Coast
Salish goals for the
Salish Sea.

Technical
Priorities
(examples)

✔ Reduction to elimination
on non-essential hard-
armoring of the Salish
Sea shoreline.

✔ Adequate buffers and
storm-water manage-
ment practices to
improve water quality in
riparian systems.

✔ Adequate in-stream flows
to provide sufficient
fresh water to maintain
the estuarine character
of the Salish Sea.

✔ Eradication of invasive
species that damage the
Salish Sea ecosystem. 

✔ Adequate funding to
address and plan for
Climate Change
impacts in the Salish Sea
eco region.

✔ Ample funding to sup-
port environmental pro-
gram and project capaci-
ty (policy and science)
building for the long-
term sustainability of
Coast Salish Tribes and
First Nations.

Approved
Projects

Coast Salish Environmental
Information Sharing
A collaborative effort based
coordinated by the Coast
Salish Gathering to support
and develop a website-
based information sharing
program with GIS capabili-
ties between Coast Salish
Tribes and First Nations.

The Coast Salish leader-
ship has joined forces to be -
gin the process of gathering
information on all Coast
Salish environmental proj-
ects, issues and actions that
have been or are being
developed and implement-
ed throughout the Salish
Sea Eco Region.

GATHERING
ACTION



We the indigenous peoples of the Salish Sea, honor and respect
our sacred trust to restore, preserve and protect our culture,

treaties, aboriginal rights and the land, air and waters of the Salish
Sea. Our sacred trust has been given to us from our ancestors and
defines our role as protectors of our Mother Earth.

We are entrusted with the protection and sustainability of
environment and natural resources of our ancestral lands, watersheds,
and estuarine waters of the Salish Sea. Our ancestors have passed
down the traditional teachings of songs, dances, and spiritual
ceremonies that reflect our relationship to the natural world and
depict our identity and strengths of our peoples.

Over the decades our lands and waters have been severely impacted by
pollution that affects our culture, food, health, and economy. Most
importantly hurting our elders who have relied on these since the
beginning of time and threatening the life ways of our children’s
future.

We have always defended and protected our ancestral lands and
waters, we seek to acknowledge our sacred alliance so we

may work together as one proud nation. Our elders, leaders and
community members have given us a strong message that our
homelands and waters need to be protected, preserved and restored
for future generations.

With our commitment to our Sacred Trust, we will work together
with the six governing bodies of the Salish Sea to overcome the
environmental challenges to our shared homelands.

To restore and protect

The above statement is the Prologue to the Coast Salish Action
Plan, adopted at the 2008 Coast Salish Gathering at Tulalip. 
The background is the deer hide which was signed by leaders

at the 2007 and 2008 Gatherings.



The evening was a mixture of pride,
respect, and honor, as our Coast
Salish leaders recognized and
awarded our Coast Salish warriors
who have dedicated their entire lives
to fighting for the sustainability of
our way of life. 

We honored the Boldt Decision
Makers, for without them, we would
not be here today.

Their efforts opened the door for
our rightful place, as owners and
protectors of the Salish Sea
homelands.

Our last group of honored leaders
were the Coast Salish Gathering
Steering Committee, these men and
women dedicated their time to the
development, planning and
implementation of the Gathering
and its actions. These representatives
were appointed from the Coast
Salish chairmen and chiefs to the
planning table to ensure their
direction and leadership was carried
forward for the present and future
sustainability of the Salish Sea
homelands.

Fighter for our rights
Our first keynote speakers was

Billy (Time to be Bad) Frank Jr,
Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission chairman and member
of the Nisqually Tribe.

Billy has been a warrior for the
Coast Salish way of life as long as we
can all remember. His years of
dedication to the mighty salmon and
battle for our fishing rights was a
monumental moment for Western
Washington Tribes to step into their
rightful place as protectors of their
resources and their environment.

Billy has dedicated his life to our
tribes. Wether it was fighting in and
out of court rooms, rallying on the
salmon river shores or testifying

before the US Congress, he was
fighting to ensure our children will
know the mighty wild salmon.

‘Stay on course…Never give up” –
Billy’s voice echoed though the
room. Born in 1931, he began to
make his own contribution to this
tradition in ‘fish-ins’ and other
protests through the 1960s and early
‘70s, which earned him the name of
‘the last renegade of the Nisqually’.

Billy grew up on the Nisqually
River and was first arrested at age 14
by state conservation officers for
‘illegal fishing’. The fine of $50 plus
time in jail became a regular
occurrence for Billy and others for
the next few years.

“We were a direct action people,”
he said of the fight to retain treaty
rights to fishing. “They shot at us,
we protected ourselves and shot back
at them, threw rocks at them, beat
them up and vice versa…we took it
to them and just kept going until we
won.”

Winning came hard. After an
occupation of Washington state’s
fish and game headquarters in
Olympia, the tribes played the first
hand and asked for a moratorium.

“We knew, if we were every going
to get our fish back, we would have
to be strong and wise and fight this
battle to the end. We got the
moratorium and we got back out
fishing boats, motors and nets.”

That incident was followed by a
federal court ruling in favor of the
tribes in U.S. v. Washington, the
Boldt Decision of 1974. The ruling
was supported by the U.S. Supreme
Court in 1979.

“Judge Boldt respected us,” Billy
said. “He agreed when we said that
we had the best science in the world
right here. All the lawyers and
technicians and policy people the
government had, and we beat them.
We were that damned good.”

He said that Judge Boldt ruled
that the salmon should be allowed to
‘come home’. The court decision
reaffirmed the treaty-protected
fishing rights of the tribes and stated
that they had a right to catch up to
50 per cent of the harvestable
resource while the state and the
tribes must manage the resource as
co-managers.

– continued on next page –

Tributes paid to Warriors of the past

BOLDT DECISION MAKERS – Mason Morisett, Terry Williams, Mike Grayum,
Barbara Lane, Billy Frank Jr (back); and Faye Cohen, Bernie Gobin (front) 



THE WOMEN
AMONG US

One of the first orders of business was when
recognition was made for the Coast Salish
Woman.

The Woman is the one who holds all Coast
Salish together. We acknowledged that the
woman bear our children, keep them safe and
provide a healthy home.

The Woman carries our songs, our dances, our
language and spirits.

The Woman know our foods, where to harvest
them, to gather them and to prepare them.

We honored the grandmothers, mothers,
aunties, sisters, baby girls and leaders.

Marie Zarkus, Tulalip Tribes; Shelly Lacy, Tulalip Tribes;
and Mary Ann Thomas, Esquimalt Nation

Chief Lydia Hwitsun Patricia John Elaine Grinnel Chief Leah George-Wilson Josephine August
Cowichan Chawathil First Nation Jamestown S'Klallam Tsleil-Waututh First Nation Halalt First Nation

(Sto:lo Natio and Quinault Tribe)

Billy Frank Jr – continued –

Billy said modern-day warriors are
continuing to battle, but this time
the stakes are even higher.

“Parts of Puget Sound are a dead
zone… what I say to the government
and scientists is: ‘Tell the truth. Tell
us what’s poisoned. Tell us why fish
are dying.’ Quit the bleeding of
Puget Sound…

“You built the cities along the I-5
corridor, but you never built
anything for us. So keep the money
coming in to our tribes so we too can
have infrastructure. COAST SALISH GATHERING STEERING COMMITTEE – (from left) Chief

Sidney Douglas, Cheam First Nation; Randall Lewis, Squamish Nation; Charles
O'Hara, Swinomish Tribe; Councilor Jeffery Point, Chilliwasch Tribe, Sto:lo
Nation; Chief Darren Blaney, Homalco First Nation;  and Randy Kinley, Lummi
Nation. Not pictured are: Fran Wilshusen, Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission; Debra Lekanof, Swinomish Tribe; Tom Sampson, Tsartlip First
Nation; Terry Williams, Tulalip Tribes; Chief Dalton Silver, Sumas Nation; and
Ray Harris, Hul’ quimi’ num Treaty Group

It all comes back to us. If we
take care of the environment,
the economy will balance.
Billy Frank Jr, 2004



Salmon farms
appear to be

impacting inland
sockeye salmon

by Ruby Berry of the Georgia
Strait Alliance

Open net salmon farms create a
number of serious problems for the
wild marine
environment,
such as marine
mammals
caught and
killed in
predator nets,
wide-spread
disease, drugs
into the marine
environment, and waste build-up on
local clam beds, resulting in decline
in wild salmon stocks and a severe
lack of traditional and ceremonial
food.

The issue of most evident concern
is the unprecedented burden of sea
lice on the out-migrating wild
juvenile salmon populations created
by the proliferation of open net pen
salmon farms. 

Although sea lice are a natural
phenomenon found in the wild,
young salmon are not meant to pass
by large numbers of adult salmon.
The sea lice levels in areas away from
farms are so low they do not
threaten the passing young fish to
any great extent.

Where there are salmon farms,
there is an abundance of sea lice, and
as the juvenile salmon pass by on
their out-migration to the sea, they
contract the lice and they die.
Science shows that as few as 1-3 lice
will result in the death of a salmon
fry. 

It has become evident that not
only local salmon runs are being
impacted. As well as chum and pink
fry, juvenile sockeye and herring have
also been found to be heavily
infected with lice. According to the
timing of these collections, some of
the juvenile sockeye are likely of
Fraser River origin.

Preliminary research has
determined that a majority of out-
migrating juveniles of the Fraser
River travel through this area on

their way to the
open ocean. It
appears that
they too are
being seriously
impacted by
the high
density of
salmon farms

operating along the east coast of
Vancouver Island.

There are about 90 open net pen
salmon farms in active operation
around Vancouver Island, and about
29 in the Discovery Island area of
the northern Salish Sea. It appears
that the majority of these 29 are in
the direct path of the out-migrating
Fraser River stocks. 

It is a serious concern that the
farms are causing such devastation to
the local salmon runs, and the
possibility that passing stocks from
the Fraser River and other Salmon
bearing rivers that empty into the
Salish Sea must lead to immediate
action to protect the wild salmon.

Lice infected juvenile salmon shows
evidence of passing numerous fish farms in

attempt to reach the ocean

‘NO’ TO
FISH FARMS!

Homalco Chief Darren Blaney
has long been campaigning
against farming
salmon.

Fish farming
has become big
business in BC
over the past
decade. Those
that worry
Chief Blaney are along the coast
between northern Vancouver
Island and BC’s mainland, about
200 kilometres from Vancouver
at the northwest end of the Strait
of Georgia.

The message he brought to the
Coast Salish Gathering surprised
and worried many.

As a result, one component of
the Coast Salish Gathering
Environmental Action Plan calls
for greater control and consulta-
tion on fish farming – a form of
aquaculture that has become
commonplace in BC and is being
explored in the U.S. Northwest.

The leaders voiced deep con-
cern about the sea lice problem
that comes with fish farming and
is a major challenge to fish sur-
vival. The consensus at the
Gathering was to oppose contin-
ued destructive fish farms, and to
continue working toward replen-
ishment of natural runs. 

Our songs, our names, our features,
our bodies, our spirits and our past
and future all come from Mother
Earth. Without this, we stand the
chance of losing who we are today –
the Coast Salish People… we are
salmon people, we are shellfish
people, we are cedar people, we are
the land, water and resources.

FROM OUR COMMUNITIES



Grand Chief Edward John of BC’s First Nation’s
Summit gave Gathering delegates a primer on the
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
which was adopted in 2007 with only Canada, New
Zealand, Australia and the United States voting
against the resolution.

He said that the declaration represented “25 years
of struggle” by indigenous people throughout the
world and that it was “an incredible victory”.

A total of 144 countries voted for the resolution
and since then, Australia has issued an apology for its position, and has
indicated it will support the declaration.

The declaration represented fundamental changes in international
policies toward indigenous peoples. It calls for the human rights of the 370
million indigenous people in the world to be respected. It sets benchmarks
for government action and guiding principles for courts. It is a statement
of respect for the inherent rights and individual as well as collective
freedoms of indigenous peoples, their entitlement to self-determination
and their rights to traditional territories and resources.

John said he was in Australia when that countries new Prime Minister
Kevin Rudd formally apologized for the treated of Aboriginal people.
Afterwards, John said, tears were streaming down the faces of many
Aboriginal people in attendance. “All we wanted was someone to say they
were sorry,” one woman said.

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS 25 YEAR STRUGGLE

More than 80 years ago, President
Calvin Coolidge pushed a button
that energized Cushman Dam No.
1 on the North Fork of the
Skokomish River.

The hydroelectric dam
dewatered the North Fork,
wiping out salmon runs upon
which the Skokomish Tribe has
always depended.

Cushman Dam No. 1 was
joined a few years later by
Cushman Dam No. 2, built just
downstream.

Neither dam allows fish
passage. Together, the two dams
reduced water flows to a trickle,
altering the biology and
geology of the river system, and
deeply affecting Skokomish
tribal culture and treaty-
reserved fishing rights.

On March 7, after decades of
efforts, tribal member Dave Herrera
pressed a button that restored a small
part of the North Fork’s historic flow
from Dam No. 2.

“While we are happy to see part of the
river’s flow returned, we will continue
working to restore a more normal flow
regime to the North Fork,” said Tom
Strong, Skokomish deputy tribal
manager and tribal council secretary. “It
has been a long battle to get water back to
the North Fork.”

After decades of struggle between the
tribe and the dams’ owner, Tacoma Public
Utilities, a decision by the federal courts
has required the restoration of flows up to
240 cubic feet per second (cfs) into the
North Fork. Before the construction of
the dams, the average annual flow was 847
cfs.

‘Get out there and join
him! Let’s do it together’

Swinomish Tribal Elder and former
chairman (21 years), Bob Joe,
Wa’Walton, had a message for the
Gathering on the last morning
together.

Bob Joe has been a warrior and a
fisherman for the Swinomish Tribe
his whole life. He stood on the
salmon river shores with Billy Frank
Jr in the early ‘70s fighting for
fishing rights.

It has been over 10 years since Bob
Joe has been in a political dialogue
such as the Gathering, and to hear
his strong voice echo through the
Tulalip Homelands sent chills
through the participants.

“We can’t just say: ‘Just let Billy do
it’. Let’s get out there and join him.“

“I pray that we will believe in what
we’re going to do and go out there
and do it. I love every one of you for
what you’re trying to do.

“Let’s do it together.”

Part of a report by Tiffany Royal,
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
www.nwifc.org

FROM OUR COMMUNITIES



We are
Coast  Sal ish!

More than 60 Coast Salish leaders got together for  a photo-
graph at sunset on the second day of the Gathering with the

Tulalip waterfront as a background.



A Coast Salish Gathering update was
on the agenda at a forum – Working
Together for the Georgia Basin:
Future Opportunities – which was
held at Tsleil-Waututh First Nation
in late March.

About 100 scientists, technicians
and First Nation leaders met for the
two-day conference to share infor-
mation and celebrate ten years of
working together.

The Georgia Basin Action Plan
(GBAP) began as the Georgia Basin
Ecosystem Initiative, a five year pro-
gram in 1998. This program was
renewed as GBAP in 2003.
‘A real seat at the table’

The Coast Salish response to work
over the past decade was made clear
following a presentation by Ken
Brock of Environment Canada who
is the GBAP manager.

“It’s only taken 150 years to take
all those resources
away,” said Chief
Andy Thomas of
Esquimalt, refer-
ring the BC’s cele-
bration of its
150th anniversary
this year. Sawmills
are closing and the pulp mills are
next. They’ve logged our territories
out. Our shellfish areas have been
contaminated.

“We need to have a real seat at the
table. It is our sacred responsibility
as the original people of this land.
We’re still doing what we’re sup-
posed to be doing.”

Tom Sampson
of Tsartlip agreed
and said: “We
managed these
lands for thou-
sands of years, but
now there’s noth-
ing left to manage
but a crisis.

“We didn’t create these problems,
but it’s our role to help correct it…
This is not about whether we need a
partnership. We have to have one.
There is no other way out.”

Gathering summary
Ray Harris of the Hul’qumi’num

Treaty Group continued to drive
home the message when he gave a
summary of the Coast Salish
Gathering at Tulalip.

“In our language, the word ‘part-
nership’ has a very direct interpreta-
tion.”

He spoke of the prologue adopted
at the Gathering (see Pg 3) and said:

“We are trying to use this second
language – English – to convey to
you how important this is. Pollution
doesn’t care if it’s you or us speaking.

“If we’re not together, people start
to gossip and criti-
cize. So let’s break
bread together and
start to accomplish
things.

“We just started
to work together.
Our scientists want
to work with your
scientists to influ-
ence policy makers.”

Coast Salish message at Georgia Basin conference

‘OUR KNOWLEDGE IS DISCOUNTED’

Chief Leah George-Wilson of
the hosts, Tsleil-Waututh First
Nation, gave the conference
delegates a lesson in the
importance of traditional
knowledge during her
presentation entitled Since
Time Out Of Mind.

“Our knowledge is
discounted because it isn’t the
way you do things.” She said
that because of the value
placed on the separation of
church and state in western
culture, science has ultimate
authority.

“But in our world, all these
things are intertwined.
Western society sees us as
superstitious, something to be
studied by anthropologists.
There is no focus on our
science. Things are seen only
through the perspective of
yours.

“Spirit is embedded in our
science, but in yours, the
spirit is absent.

“Our science is attached to
practical living. There needs
to be a shift in what you
consider science.”Chief Thomas

Tom Sampson Ray Harris



A common interest
Byron Joseph, co-chair of

Squamish Nation,
told the confer-
ence: “We all have
a common interest
here. If we can talk
together and look
each other in the
eye, we can get
things done.

“There are only
two roads to take. The road up
means the end of all of us. The road
down leads back to Mother Earth.
Our knowledge holders need to be
echoed here.”

Joseph later spoke about the
Canoe Journeys and how that event
had reintroduced young Coast Salish
people to “our highways. The skip-
pers teach a respect for the canoes
and for the water. They paddle each
stroke with a prayer.”

High-tech canoe
Charles O’Hara, director of plan-

ning for the Swinomish Indian
Tribal
Community,
introduced the
conference dele-
gates to some of
the action items
adopted at the
Gathering in
Tulalip.

He talked
about the
probes that will
be towed
behind canoes
going through
Puget Sound waters toward
Cowichan this summer in the Canoe
Journey (see back page) and also
spoke of the shared database project
that is being developed among Coast
Salish nations.

“We are encouraging scientists to
start thinking beyond the narrow-
ness of their disciplines.”

Chief Darren Blaney of Homalco
gave a presentation to the conference
about how sea lice from fish farms
are effecting wild salmon stocks (see
Pg 8).

He told the delegates that: “We
can’t have our culture without the

environment. It’s coming to the
point where we don’t have choices or
options. We have to work together.

“We need to start cleansing our
environment. Our salmon stocks just
can’t wait for more studies to be
done.

SOME SEATS AT THE TABLE

Byron Joseph Clinton Charlie of the Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group
and Chief James Thomas of Halalt took part in one of
the group discussions at the conference (above) while
Ray Harris of HTG and Deb Lekanoff of Swinomish
(right) presented a summary of the 2008 Gathering. 

Chief Dalton Silver of Sumas Nation was also involved in the group
discussions (above left) while Chiefs Rick Thomas of Lyackson, Andy
Thomas of Esquimalt and Gibby Jacob of Squamish listened intently to one
of the presenters (above right). Below, Jay Forsyth of Tsleil-Waututh’s
natural resources department had the group’s attention as elder Ernie
George looked on.

Charles O’Hara



When the tide
is out… the
table is set

There’s an expression around the
Salish Sea: “When the tide is out,
the table is set”.

That was certainly proved in a
unique project entitled Traditional
Seafoods of Vancouver Island:
Balancing Health Benefits with
Pollution Risks.

Findings of the study showed not
only how important seafood is in
our diets, but how vital the aborigi-
nal food fishery is to all of us.

The study surveyed people living
in five communities around
Vancouver Island. It discovered:

● First Nations
people eat 15 times
more seafood than
the average
Canadian; and
● About 90 per
cent of that food
comes directly from
the sea, not from
supermarkets or
restaurants.

Snuneymuxw First Nation and
Malaspina University-College host-
ed a final workshop and feast for the
seafood project in early April.
Scientists and other experts gathered
along with members from the five
communities to hear the results of
the surveys and other information
about diet, nutrition and worries
about contamination from two
chemicals – PCBs and PBDEs.

The study looked at how much
harbour seals, Dungeness crab meat,
sockeye salmon, and butter clams
were eaten.

Samples of the four species were
taken in the Salish Sea and off the
Island’s west coast to determine lev-
els of the chemicals in their meat.

PCBs were used until the 1970s as
a heat-resistant oil in electrical trans-
formers but are now banned. PBDEs
are used as flame retardants.

In both cases, the researchers
found relatively low levels of the two
chemicals, well within Health
Canada’s guidelines. One problem is
that those limits were set for average
Canadians and not for people who
consume 15 times ‘average’.

PCB levels in seafood were less in
west coast waters compared to in the
more populated areas of the Salish
Sea. Even though the chemical was
banned more than 30 years ago, it is
still appears in our foods. Harbour
seals are at the top of the food chain,

have the greatest amounts of PCBs
in their blubber, but levels are still
below government limits.

PBDEs are another story, howev-
er. Since they are still widely used
including flame retardants in  furni-
ture, cars and electrical equipment,
levels have doubled every 3.5 years
over the past 20 years. But even the
highest concentrations of .831 parts
per million (found in harbour seal
pups) is well below government lim-
its of two parts per million.

Although final results aren’t yet
finished, indications are that the
health benefits of eating seafood –
and lots of it – outweight any  risk
caused by chemical contaminants.

RESEARCHERS – Leading the project were Dr.
Peter Ross, a marine mammal toxicologist with
the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, and
Tom Child, a University of Victoria graduate
student from Kwakiutl First Nation at Fort
Rupert on north Vancouver Island.

Snuneymuxw councillor and cook Sandra Penn (right) served up a feast of
seafood at Snuneymuxw’s bighouse kitchen.

The poster for the project

A boy in a
salmon mask
made dur ing a
c o m m u n i t y
workshop at
Snuneymuxw.
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IMPORTANT MESSAGES
Iimportant messages came from meetings and feasts in
the five First Nation communities. Among them were:

When the tide is out the table is set.
Our old people never used to get sick…
they only ate Indian foods.
Traditional foods are our cultural connection
to the ancestors’ way of life.
Seafood is not only good to eat as a food.
It is also good medicine.
Everyone can get involved in gathering
seafood and bringing home good food
for our tables.

BIG TULALIP GIFT TO
COWICHAN GAMES

Athletes from through out the continent are
preparing for compe tition at the North American
Indig enous Games which start Aug. 3 at Cowichan.

And as the 2008
version of the Coast
Salish Gathering came
to an end, those Games,
and the canoe, was
taking centre stage.

Down on the Tulalip
waterfront, a test was made of a high-tech water
testing device on board a canoe (See back page). It
will be one of many taking part in the annual Canoe
Journey which ends in
Cowichan in late July.

Meanwhile, back in
the main meeting hall,
Chief Lydia Hwitsun,
Cowichan Tribes coun-
cillors and Games
officials gave a presentation. Tulalip Tribes gave
Cowichan a generous $100,000 gift to help with the
costs of entertaining the 8-10,000 athletes and their
guests.

More than 80 ocean-going canoes will make a two-
week journey to Cowichan, travelling from as far as
the Alaskan border (Tlinget), and the Queen
Charlotte Islands (Haida) and Oregon State.



FACES OF THE COAST SALISH FAMILY



SCENES FROM THE GATHERING

Among the many memories of the Gathering was
the food that was served, from traditionally
prepared salmon (above) and other seafood to
the sugar-free deserts and pastries… classic
Coast Salish feasting. Other memories will
include the fine young people of Tulalip who
danced for us and the children who offered a

Flying with
EAGLE

Coast Salish leaders will be getting
some expert help in making their
policy decisions
in the future.

Chief Gibby
Jacob (KakAltn)
of Squamish
Nation wasn’t
able to attend the
Gathering, but
his presence was
felt as delegates approved working
with a BC organization named
EAGLE, giving an overview of
existing treaty and other
agreements.

Gibby is the chair EAGLE
( E n v i r o n m e n t a l - A b o r i g i n a l
Guardianship through Law and
Education) which is a non-profit
organization that combines the
strengths of both Aboriginal and
environmental law to assist
Aboriginal Peoples in protecting
the land and environment for the
benefit of all.

EAGLE has offered to do the
policy analysis free of charge and
will be bringing in two young tribal
interns to help with the work.

Traditional Aboriginal
governments hold responsibilities
to safeguard the interests of future
generations, particularly with
respect to the land and
environment,” says EAGLE. Its
board of directors ensures that its
activities to protect the
environment are grounded in the
following principles:

● Respect
● Responsibility
● Accountability
● Holistic-Future
● Generation Focus
● Reciprocity
● Sharing
● Peace-Making and
● Consensus Decision-Making.

Chief Gibby
Jacob



For more info contact Debra Lekanof
(360) 466-7361

dlekanof@swinomish.nsn.us
www.coastsalishgathering.com

CANOE TO LEAD HI-TECH WATER STUDY

When the Canoe Journey sets out
this summer for Cowichan, a
traditional cedar canoe will be
carrying an expensive piece of high-
tech gear.

The Coast Salish leadership
joined forces to begin a unique
process of gathering and sharing
water quality information from the
Salish Sea. The project will see
several canoes equipped with water-
quality gathering tools and staff
from the US Geological Survey.

The purpose is to gathering water
quality information throughout the
Salish Sea from the waters of Puget
Sound.

The outcome of the Water
Quality Information Gathering
Project will provide water quality
information that can be shared
between the Coast Salish Tribes and
First Nations. The long term
objective will be to establish an
annual collaboration with the

annual Canoe Journey to collect and
provide water quality information
through out the Salish Sea. 

Coast Salish Gathering leadership
approved the project.

"There's been a disconnect
between modern
science and native
science," said Jon
Waterhouse, director
of the Yukon River
Inter-Tribal Watershed
Council told the
Gathering. He said
that ‘the Indian way’
was the only way to do the testing.

"You can't do this with a
motorboat. You need to be going
about five miles-per-hour. You can’t
have turbulence or gas and oil
around.”

Canoe crews will be trained to use
the probes to take a variety of water
samples including water
temperature, salinity, oxygen and
PH levels, dissolved solids and
nitrate levels.

The latest GPS technology and
probes will give an indication of the
health of the Salish Sea.

"We'll get a snapshot that we'll be
able to compare each year to
measure climate change," said Eric
Grossman, a USGS geologist. This
is a very unique and very rare
opportunity to measure water
quality simultaneously.

LISTENING AND LEARNING – The Coast Salish
Gathering provided the traditional protocol of listening and learning from our
leaders and elders.  We often look to our leaders from the present and past
for their wisdom and their guidance. We are assured that when they speak, it
is from the heart and holds the truth. They bring to us their thoughts and
experience from their lives that one can only imagine.

Our leaders range from generations that have fought for our land and
waters. Knowledge will be shared and history told. Much of the history of
the Salish Sea cannot be found in books, encyclopedias, and museums or on
the Internet. The truth remains engraved in the memories of those who have
lived it – the Elders.

Jon
Waterhouse

Paddlers got a quick lesson in
operating the equipment from Eric

Grossman of the USGS (right) while
(above) the canoe is launched for a

practice run.
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